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The Society of Women Engineers (SWE):
Stimulates women to achieve full potential in careers as engineers
and leaders.
Expands the image of the engineering profession as a positive
force in improving the quality of life.
Demonstrates the value of diversity.




Opening Note
SWE Members and Supporters,

Spring for Eastern Washington Section means some established
events that | hope you can participate in.

First will be the Region J Conference hosted by the Willamette Valley
Section. The theme this year, “Engineering Solutions to Disasters,”
promises to be very interesting.

The following week will bring the Spring Business Meeting, where we
will discuss important business including the FY12 Officer Slate, a
recap of JCon11, and upcoming section events.

In May, SWE-EWS will be taking a technical tour of the LIGO Hanford
Observatory. Bring your friends and join us while we learn about
gravitational waves - ripples in the fabric of space-time!

Dimple Patel
SWE-EWS President
dimple.h.patel@gmail.com
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Spring Business Meeting

The Spring Business Meeting will be at Ripples Riverside Bar & Grill
(Inside the Richland Red Lion). 6pm on April 13th. We'll announce the
FY12 officer slate, recap JConll, discuss upcoming events, and talk
about the benefits that the Action Research Project has had on the
section.

2011 Region J Conference

JCON

Willamette Valley SWE will be hosting this year’s Region J
Conference and they have put out a Call for Speakers.

The conference theme is Engineering Solutions to Disasters  and it
will be held April 8-10, 2011 in Corvallis, Oregon.

JConll Registration is Open!

For information on speakers, accommodations and registration
visit http://swe.org/regionj/jcon11/. Registration closes March 31st.

If you have any questions related to registration, contact Lorraine
Wang (lorraine.c.wang@hp.com)




Engineer It Forward
Speaker Panel hosted by IEEE’s WIE and SWE

SWE members and IEEE members got together to hear some
inspiring stories of how practicing engineers have used engineering
for the greater good. Speakers shared their experiences applying
engineering in developing countries with Engineers Without Borders,
as a member of the Armed Forces, in cooperation with the Yakima
Nation to design a biomass power plant, and as an independent
project manager for well drilling projects in third world countries. The
fascinating speakers included: Steve Rigdon, Rochelle Holm, Lyndsey
Croghan, and Katie Kennedy.

Sustainability
Pacific Northwest Regional Conference on Sustainabi lity

When: April 29-May1, 2011
Where: University of Washington; Seattle, WA

Registration is now open for the 2011 Pacific Northwest Regional
Conference on Sustainability. Professionals working in all areas of
engineering and disciplines related to sustainability are invited to
attend. Presentations and discussions in the following focus areas
and for these conference tracks will be offered:

Water
Energy
The Environment

These tracks will cover sustainability topics affecting the Pacific
Northwest, such as

* Climate change * Green Building * Renewable energy « Water
conservation and treatment ¢ Industrial ecology and life cycle
assessment ¢ Sustainability metrics in process design

For more information, visit
http://pugetsound.aiche.org/Conference2011
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Walla Walla University Student Section

$ % & fundraiser
(see https://www.wallawalla.edu/form/honduras-spring-gala):

Hope For Honduras Spring Gala 2011
Sunday, April 24, 2011, 06:00 PM - 09:00 PM
Reid Campus Center Ballroom

280 Boyer Ave.

Walla Walla, WA. 99362

SWE Public Policy Mega Issue

SWE Public Policy Mega Issue 114 Survey

Please take a few minutes to complete a survey to answer the
question, "To what extent and in what areas should SWE venture
beyond STEM to issues relevant to SWE's mission in the area of
public policy?" The survey is located online

at: https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dEIfME84TVh
HeVVKNW9pUHZKT1pXWKEEMQ

More information on SWE Public Policy is available
here: http://societyofwomenengineers.swe.org/index.php?option=com
content&task=view&id=180&ltemid=289
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Congratulations to EWS Secretary Sarah Widder!

Sarah Widder, EWS Secretary, was chosen
as one of the National Engineers Week
Foundations “New Faces”. Each year, the
National Engineers Week Foundation — a
coalition of engineering societies, major
corporations and government agencies —
asks its members to nominate colleagues 30
years old and younger who have shown
outstanding abilities and leadership. National
Engineers Week, February 20-26, 2011,
promotes New Faces to provide incentive to those in college and
inspire even younger students to consider engineering careers.

Sarah Widder is an Associate Energy Engineer at Pacific Northwest
National Laboratory, operated by the Battelle Memorial Institute,
Pacific Northwest Division.  She is currently pursuing a PhD in
Environmental/Civil Engineering at Washington State University. A
research paper she published in 2009 after earning a bachelor's in
Chemical Engineering from University of Washington, titled “Policy
Options for Nuclear Waste Management a Sustainable Solution for
Expanded Nuclear Energy,” has served as vital background for AIChE
Nuclear Engineering Division, and helps set the stage for impacting
important US policy decisions on energy.

She served as one of the primary organizers of the inaugural Pacific
Northwest Regional Conference on Sustainability (January 2010),
which attracted nearly 200 sustainability experts. Since the spring of
2010, she has helped write a monthly newsletter for the AIChE Center
for Energy Initiatives which is circulated to thousands of energy
professionals. Her professional leadership efforts in energy and
sustainability to date are setting the stage for much continued success
in the energy and sustainability fields in the future.
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Book Review - The Luck Factor: The Four
Essential Principles by Dr. Richard Wiseman

Do you consider yourself a lucky person? Does fate seem to guide
you to good fortune and steer you clear of the everyday disasters that
seem to plague your unlucky neighbor?

Dr. Richard Wiseman decided to put luck to the scientific test. Several
years of research into the phenomena of luck and lucky people led
him to the conclusion that both unlucky and lucky people create their
own luck. He explains the four principles that lucky people use to draw
good luck their way and to minimize the bad luck in their lives. He
then puts those theories to the test. By holding a “luck school” he
discovers that by adding a couple of new habits, ALL people can
increase their luck within a month. Through reading this book you can
attend luck school. By the time you have finished the book, you've
had the opportunity to change your life!

For the technically minded engineer or scientist, the book is chock full
of Dr. Wiseman'’s research results, complete with simple graphs and
statistics. By the end of this book, you will be convinced that you can
make your own luck!

I loved this book and recommend it to all my friends, including my
SWE sisters. So good luck! Note to EWS SWE members — Have
you read an interesting book lately? — Send your re  view to the
Newsletter Editor.




Maximizing the Message Training:
Role Modeling 101
These notes were prepared by Dimple Patel, and are  from
Maximizing the Message Training she obtained, which was

presented by the TechBridge Program Coordinator and Project
Director:

Tips for Outreach Events:

Start with a personal story

Share the Passion

Explain Why it Matters

Make It Interactive

Dispel Stereotypes

Provide Academic and Career Advice

ourwNE

Elements of a Winning Formula
- lcebreaker - Sets tone and warms up girls and role models
Personal Story - Makes connection to students
Hands-on Activity- Engages students
Wrap-up and Reflections - Encourages questions and
feedback

When asking if students have Questions...

*Keep it informal: Walk around to elicit questions in small groups
*Use prompts: Instead of “any questions?” be specific

*Be accessible: Offer contact for future questions

During Wrap Up and Reflections, ask the following g uestions:
*What was one thing that surprised you?

*What can we do better?

*What did you learn today?

*How did the role models help you think about your future?

Pitfalls to Avoid

*Avoid industry jargon

*Keep PowerPoint presentations simple and short
*Avoid long introductions
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Let the girls know that “you don't have to be super smart in math and
science”
*Know your audience!

For more information on outreach, visit http://aspire.swe.org/ and click
on “Engineers” at the top.

To take the training, visit http://aspire.swe.org/ and click on
“Maximizing the Message”

Spring Technical Tour - LIGO
When: Friday, May 6 @ 6:00pm

Where: LIGO Hanford Observatory

LIGO, the Laser Interferometer Gravitational-wave Observatory,
seeks to detect gravitational waves -- ripples in the fabric of space-
time.

Join SWE for a special tour of the observatory. We will be inviting
other local technical societies, so tell your friends!

Directions are available on LIGO’s website at http://www.ligo-
wa.caltech.edu/traveler.html.

E-mail easternwashingtonswe@gmail.com to RSVP.




Engineers Week SWE-EWS Nominee

Kelsey Edwardsen

SWE nominated Kelsey Edwardsen for
the Tri-Cities Engineer of the Year.
Below is an excerpt from her
nomination describing her Engineering
Work as a Structural Engineer with
Bechtel National, Inc.:

In Kelsey's position of Structural Engineer a significant
contribution that she made was in a role as a finite element
analyst and an interface point of contact between the client
(DOE), consultants, and the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety
Board (DNFSB). She works with these groups to find resolutions
for DNFSB issues dealing with composite structural modeling.
She completed a hybrid finite element model with advanced and
atypical composite and compared them to existing facility Finite
Element Models. The result was that explicit composite steel-
concrete modeling is not a conservative and bounding approach
and the existing finite element structural models are valid and
change is not necessary. Kelsey was presented an award by
the DOE Director of the WTP Engineering Division for her
outstanding team efforts and contribution in addressing the
Composite Structural Steel Behavior issues raised by the
DNFSB.

Other structural analysis work that Kelsey has performed
includes finite element analysis of the High Level Waste facility
stack for the crane pick and seismic loading conditions, as well
as the Pretreatment Facility control building finite element
equivalent static analysis model that will be used for concrete
design. This analysis work determines the loads used for explicit
steel member and concrete design, and it is therefore critical that
the modeling features are justified and thoroughly demonstrated

[ March 2011 Page 7 ]

as adequate through sensitivity studies and convergent studies
performed within the calculation.

Kelsey played a central role in improving the structural group’s
process of steel procurement for miscellaneous steel, which led
to cost savings for the civil/structural group.

Kelsey performs apparent cause analysis to resolve issues
related to civil and structural drawings and calculations, utilizing
causal analysis tools to determine an apparent cause and
subsequently plan issue resolution, with both remedial and
preventive actions.

Battelle Young Professionals Network’s
Technical Society Fair

When: Thursday, April 7 @ 5-8pm
Where: Richland Library

Join SWE and other local engineering societies for a night of
networking! The goal of this event is to introduce young engineers that
are new to the area to all the active technical societies in the Tri Cities
and learn about what each has to offer. Come represent SWE or learn
about some of the other technical societies, including IEEE, AIChE,
ACS, EWB, SFPE, NSPE/WSPE, and more!

Please e-mail easternwashingtonswe@gmail.com if you would like to
attend.

Scrapbooking!
When: Tuesday, March 22 @ 5:30pm

Where: Renee’s House

Relive past fun events, learn about SWE history, and help SWE
preserve the memories. Please e-mail
easternwashingtonswe @gmail.com to RSPV and get directions.




Message from Linda Thomas — Former Region J
Governor
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CONTACTS

Position Name E-mail
President Dimple Patel Dimple.h.patel@gmail.com
Vice President/ | Jennifer Jennifer.Williamson@pnl.gov
Programs Williamson
Secretary Sarah Widder Sarahwidder@gmail.com
Treasurer/ Colleen Smalley | smalley.colleen@gmail.com
Finance Chair
Section Rep. Alicia Boyd alicialane@gocougs.wsu.edu
Nominating Chair
K-12 Career Open

Guidance Chair

Publicity Chair
Awards Chair

Renee Slocumb

rcslocum@bechtel.com

Membership Becca Edwards | Redwards73@gmail.com
Chair
Continuing Open

Development
Chair

Newsletter Ann Langevin Langevin5@frontier.com
Editor

TCTC Chair Joan Young Joan.young@pnl.gov
Scholarship Sandy Brower embrower@aol.com

Chair

Certificate of Jennifer Jennifer.Williamson@pnl.gov
Merit Chair Williamson

Historian Wanda Munn wimunn@aol.com
SWE-EWS Jenny Stenkamp | jjaye822@yahoo.com
Webmaster

Region J Wendy Obenauf | Wendy.l.obenauf@intel.com
Governor
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