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Upcoming Events 
August 7 Annual Planning Retreat,  

Desert Winds Winery, Prosser 
 

Important Dates 
Sep 18-19      ABJ Conference, Reno, NV 
Nov 4-6  National SWE Conference, Orlando, FL 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The Society of Women Engineers (SWE), founded in 1950, is a 
not-for-profit educational and service organization. SWE is the 

driving force that establishes engineering as a highly 
desirable career aspiration for women. SWE empowers 

women to succeed and advance in those aspirations and be 
recognized for their life-changing contributions and 

achievements as engineers and leaders. 
 

For more information about the Society please visit 
www.swe.org or call (312) 596-5223. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Opening Note 
 
SWE Members and Supporters, 
 
Welcome to Fiscal Year 2010! This year promises to be full of great 
events and opportunities for SWE-EWS members and supporters, 
including networking, professional development, outreach, and some 
good old fashioned fun! 
 
Our first event this year will be the annual planning retreat, on 
August 7th. This is where the SWE-EWS officers and interested 
members get together to plan the coming year's events and activities. 
If you have ideas you would like to see implemented at SWE-EWS, 
please join us at the retreat. If you are unable to attend the retreat, 
please e-mail me with any ideas you would like us to consider for the 
coming year. 
 
After August 7th, local and national events will be posted on the 
SWE-EWS website (www.eastwashingtonswe.org) and announced in 
e-mail updates and newsletters. I hope you can join us for these 
events and look forward to seeing everyone throughout the year! 
 
Dimple Patel 
SWE-EWS President 
dimple.h.patel@gmail.com 
 
                               

 
   

 
EWS-SWE Annual Planning Retreat 

 
Each year EWS plans a getaway to a fun and relaxing location to allow us to 
concentrate on planning.  We set goals, plan events and establish the 
calendar for the coming year.   Past years have taken us to places such as 
Leavenworth, Walla Walla, Dayton, and Northern Idaho.  This year’s retreat 

is scheduled for Saturday, August 7, 8am-5pm at Desert Wind Winery 
in Prosser.  
 
Carrie Fetto is going to join us at the retreat and help the board 
members plan the year and improve SWE-EWS's future. Carrie Fetto 
is a student of LIOS Graduate College, who is working on her 
Master’s Program project, and has been a consultant to our section, 
advising on membership retention, membership involvement and 
officer turnover.  
 
All members are invited to participate.  Please RSVP To 
easternwashingtonswe@gmail.com by Wednesday July 28

th
. 

 
Please note:   Because EWS pays for the food on an individual basis, 
this will be a strictly RSVP event.   Last minute cancelations will 
require reimbursement of the food costs. 
 
 

EWS 2011 Officers  
 
Your new FY11 officers are as listed below. 
Congratulations and thank you to all! 

President – Dimple Patel 
VP – Jennifer Williamson 
Treasurer – Colleen Smalley 
Secretary – Sarah Widder 
Section Rep – Alicia Boyd,  
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National SWE Conference 
 
 
Check out this link for information on the upcoming National SWE 
Conference November 4-6 in Orlando Florida. 
 
http://we10.swe.org/ 
 
Note that our Section Representative will need an alternate for travel 
to nationals.  If someone wants to attend Nationals in Florida, please 
let us know. EWS should be able to subsidize some of the cost. 
 
. 
  
 

 
 

EWS Supports School Science Programs 
 
Kamiakin High School invited EWS to help review the science 
curriculum the Kennewick School District will be using.    This review 
is something that only occurs about every 10 years so it presented an 
opportunity for EWS to have an impact on local science education.   
EWS members Wanda Munn, Sarah Widder, and Renee Slocumb 
volunteered to help with this effort. 
.  
 

 
 

Areva Technical Tour 
 
A technical tour of Areva was held on June 11. Thirteen people 
attended, 4 of which were EWS members, the rest were other local 
technical society members and friends of EWS members.  Tour 
attendees learned a lot about the nuclear fuel manufacturing process. 
Eastern Washington SWE would like to thank Areva NP Inc for 
organizing this tour for us! 
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EWS Scholarship Committee News 
 
It’s official, the Wanda Munn Scholarship, previously administered by 
the local section scholarship committee, has been transferred to SWE 
National to better facilitate the investment of the funds and the 
selection process.   See the attached letter from National to the left. 
 
Additionally, the scholarship committee has completed its five-year 
agreement with Areva to administer an annual scholarship for women 
engineers. EWS greatly appreciates the opportunity to administer this 
scholarship, and is grateful to Areva for their sponsorship and support 
of women engineering students. 
 
Many thanks to Sandy Brower, who has overseen the scholarship 
committee these many years.  Through these efforts many women 
students have been assisted in reaching their educational goals. 
 
Both the Wanda Munn Scholarship and the Areva Scholarship were 
awarded this year to Gretchen Reeploeg, a very-deserving 
Mechanical Engineering student at WSU Tri-Cities.   See next page 
for Gretchen’s Thank-you note. 
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If you know someone who might be interested in joining please 
forward this Newsletter via email or via land mail.  Just print,fold, 
staple, stamp and mail. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

CONTACTS 

Position Name E-mail 

President Dimple Patel Dimple.h.patel@gmail.com 

Vice President/ 
Programs 

Jennifer 
Williamson 

Jennifer.Williamson@pnl.gov 

Secretary Sarah Widder Sarahwidder@gmail.com 

Treasurer/  
Finance Chair 

Colleen Smalley smalley.colleen@gmail.com 

Section Rep. 
Nominating Chair 

Alicia Boyd alicialane@gocougs.wsu.edu 

K-12 Career 
Guidance Chair 

Karen Larsen kmblarsen@charter.net 

Publicity Chair 
Awards Chair 

Renee Slocumb rcslocum@bechtel.com 
 

Membership 
Chair 

Open  

Continuing  
Development  
Chair 

Open  

Newsletter  
Editor 

Ann Langevin 
 

Langevin5@verizon.net 

TCTC Chair Joan Young Joan.young@pnl.gov 

Scholarship  
Chair 
Job Postings 

Sandy Brower embrower@aol.com 

Certificate of 
Merit Chair 

Jennifer 
Williamson 

Jennifer.Williamson@pnl.gov 

Historian Wanda Munn wimunn@aol.com 

SWE-EWS  
Webmaster 

Jenny Stenkamp jjstenka@bechtel.com  

Region J 
Governor 

Wendy Obenauf Wendy.l.obenauf@intel.com 

Thanks to everyone who submitted information for this 
newsletter! Send input for the next Issue to Ann Langevin 
by August 30 at Langevin5@verizon.net 
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