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Upcoming Events 
 
Sep 22, Tues,   “The Way We Are” Meeting  
Oct. 7, Wed,    Board Meeting 
Oct. 24, Sat,    Halloween Party 
Oct. 15-17, Thu-Sat,  National Conference 
Nov. 4, Wed,   Fall Business Meeting 
Dec. 2, Wed,   Board Meeting 
Dec. 5, Sat,    Christmas Party 
Jan. 6, Wed,    Board Meeting 
Jan. 25, Mon,   Webinar Program 
Jan. 30, Sat,    Scrapbooking 
Feb. 3, Wed,   Board Meeting 
Feb. 14-20, Sun-Sat,  Engineer’s  Week 
Feb. 19, Fri,    Engineer’s Week Banquet  
Mar. 3, Wed,   Board Meeting 
March    Mid-Columbia Science Fair 
Apr. 9-11, Fri-Sun,   Region J Conference 
Apr. 21, Wed,   Spring Business Meeting 
May, 5, Wed,   Board Meeting 
May, TBD,    Technical Tour 
Jun. 2, Wed,    Board Meeting 
Jun. 4 or 5, Fri or Sat,  End-of-Year Picnic 
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Opening Note  

 
Dear Members & Supporters: 
 
Welcome to FY2010!  I’m looking forward to a busy and 
rewarding year.  
 
We’re hard at work planning the 2010 Region J Conference 
(“JCon10”) to be held in Richland.  If you’d like to help out, 
please let me know. 
 
In order to ensure a successful and memorable conference, we 
rely on corporations to provide donations and participate in our 
career fair.  We are excited to announce that we have begun to 
secure sponsors for the event and that Bechtel National, Inc. 
has agreed to be our Terawatt level JCon10 sponsor!  If you 
think your company would like to participate in the conference, 
please have them contact me at jcon10sponsors@gmail.com. 
 
And lastly, please join us for our first event of the year, “The 
Way We Are.”  This is a popular event that lets members and 
supporters hear about what other engineers in the area are 
working on. 
 
Thanks, 
Alice Orrell 
SWE-EWS FY10 President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The “Way We Are” Meeting 
Tuesday, September 22, 2009, 6 pm 

Applebee’s  606 N. Columbia Center Blvd., Kennewick 
RSVP to Megan Iverson 

(megan.iverson@pnl.gov, 509-372-4905). 
 
“The Way We Are” dinner is the traditional first event of the 
year for the SWE-EWS at which a few members share with the 
section their current work.  This is a social dinner for new and 
old members, spouses, friends, and potential new members 
who are interested in learning more about SWE. Our speakers 
this are year: Corinne Valkenburg and Iva Jovanovic.  We 
hope to see you there! 
 
Corinne Valkenburg  supports PNNL’s Chemical & Biological 
Process Development Group’s thermochemical conversion 
research efforts and the Hydrocarbon Conversion group’s 
techno economic analysis team. Her primary research focus is 
availability and thermochemical conversion (primarily 
gasification) of biomass and municipal solid wastes. She also 
works closely with the laboratory’s Energy Conversion 
Initiative and serves as their representative for the Luminant 
Carbon Management Consortium with the University of Texas, 
at Austin. 
 
As a teenager, Iva Jovanovic  participated in an OSU Program 
for teens during which she worked on a biomedical research 
projects in a laboratory setting.  That experience made her 
decide to become a bioengineer.  She graduated from the 
department of Bioengineering at University of Washington in 
2006.  After working for a start-up company that develops 
biodiesel microreactors, she moved to Richland to work for 
PNNL in the Chemical and Biological Process Development 
group.  She works on Fungal Fermentation for ethanol 
development and is also starting to explore the process 
economics and development of thermochemical processes 
such as Fast Pyrolysis for bio-oil production. 
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2010 SWE Region J Conference 
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If you are interested, please fill out and return the Call for 
Speakers form below.  
 

********Call For Speakers Form - Submit Your Ideas* ******* 
 
If you are interested, please send the following information to 
dimple.h.patel@gmail.com by November 1, 2009.  
 
 
Name:  
 
Company:  
 
Email:  
 
Phone:  
 
Session Type:  
 
Session Name:  
 
Session   
Description: 
  

Intended Audience: 
 

___ Collegiate    
___ Early Career Professional 
___ Mid-Career Professional   
___ Manager 

___ Executive/Technical Leader 
 
 
Other Comments: 
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2010 SWE EWS Website Updated! 
The EWS section website update is complete!   Information is 
now better organized and easier to find. You can get news 
about upcoming events, awards and scholarships, past section 
newsletters, and much more. Check it out at 
www.eastwashingtonswe.org. 
Thanks to Dimple Patel for spearheading this renovation effort! 

 
 

Silverwood Tour 
EWS members, Wanda Munn and Ann Langevin and family, 
joined Region J Governor Linda Thomas and the Inland 
Northwest  SWE Section on a Trip to the Silverwood Theme 
Park on July 25th,.  Kim Brewer organized this event which 
included for SWE a special behind-the-scenes tour just prior to 
the park’s opening.  The one hour tour, focused on the 
technical aspects of the installation, maintenance, and 
operation of the “Aftershock”, Silverwood’s newest roller 
coaster ride.  This ride was designed and built in the 
Netherlands and there are only three such rides in the US.  
Silverwood obtained the ride from a theme park in Chicago, 
and has been successful in identifying issues that created 
significant downtime at the Chicago location.   The Silverwood 
team dismantled, moved and reassembled the ride.   
Technical issues that the Silverwood team successfully solved 
included: 

·  Too much electrical noise in the control system 
interfering with operation of proximity switches.  Use of 
harmonic electric filters solved this problem.  

·  Additionally, by careful measurements they determined 
the original installation and positioning in Chicago, was 
not in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions, 
and were able to correct this at the new installation. 

The guides emphasized their thorough maintenance program 
and their dedication to safety.  After the tour, Ann Langevin 
joined the Spokane members in taking the first ride of the day 
on the “Aftershock” The 191 foot tall towers  take you forwards 

through a cobra roll and inverted loop at over 65 mph, and 
backwards as well!  Our guides told stories of retrieving 
shattered pieces of cell phones and blackberry devices from 
under the ride due to the forces the rides generate.   (Riders 
are warned to leave all belongings behind so as not to lose 
them!) 

Naturally, after the tour was a fun-filled day at the theme park 
with family members.   Many thanks go to the Inland 
Northwest Section for organizing this fun and informative 
event! 

    

 
SWE 2009 National Conference 

Long Beach, CA - Oct. 15-17 
Registration is now open – Check out the website! 

http://we09.swe.org/ 
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EWS Annual Planning Retreat 
Each year EWS plans a getaway to a fun and relaxing location 
to allow us to concentrate on planning. This year’s planning 
retreat was organized by EWS VP, Megan Iverson, and held 
at the Desert Wind Winery in Prosser, on August 1st,   The 
following EWS Officers and Members attended:  Alice Orrell, 
Jennifer Williamson, Ann Langevin, Denise Brandon, Alicia 
Boyd, Dimple Patel. 
 
Retreat attendees reviewed and updated the activities and 
goals worksheet from last year, and reviewed the FY10 
Region J Tactical Plan, which has two major goals: 

·  Focus more on the region awards and region 
leadership pipeline 

·  Collegiate Outreach 
Also at the retreat the proposed calendar for the year’s events 
was put together (see Upcoming Events above) and the year’s 
budget was discussed.   In addition to the hard work of 
planning, attendees enjoyed the wonderful setting and a 
delicious meal at the Desert Wind Winery, and capped off the 
day with a winery tour!  

 
 

Regional News 
 
All regions are building their internal succession planning for 
region positions.  All Region J sections are asked to provide 
names of at least two candidates and a mentor per our tactical 
plan. Also, the society nominating committee has asked region 
governors to submit two names for the FY11 board elections.  
If you are interested in being involved in SWE governance 
past the region level please contact Linda Thomas by Sep 30.  
 

 
 
 

CONTACTS 
Position  Name E-mail  

President Alice Orrell aliceorrell@gmail.com  
Vice President/ 
Programs 

Megan Iverson Megan.Iverson@pnl.gov 

Secretary Dimple Patel Dimple.h.patel@gmail.com 
Treasurer/  
Finance Chair 

Jennifer 
Williamson 

Jennifer.Williamson@pnl.gov 

Section Rep. 
Nominating Chair 

Alicia Boyd alicialane@gocougs.wsu.edu 

K-12, Career  
Guidance Chair 

Open  

Publicity Chair 
Awards Chair 

Renee Slocumb rcslocum@bechtel.com 
 

Membership  
Chair 

Dimple Patel Dimple.h.patel@gmail.com 

Continuing  
Development  
Chair 

Open  

Newsletter  
Editor 

Ann Langevin 
Colleen Smalley 

Langevin5@verizon.net 

TCTC Chair Joan Young Joan.young@pnl.gov 

Scholarship  
Chair 
Job Postings 

Sandy Brower embrower@aol.com 

Certificate of  
Merit Chairs 

Wanda Munn 
Nguyen Ha 

wimunn@aol.com 
NDHA@bechtel.com 

Historian Wanda Munn wimunn@aol.com 
SWE-EWS  
Webmaster 

Jenny Stenkamp jjstenka@bechtel.com  

Region J  
Governor 

Linda Thomas waclarone@yahoo.com 
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About SWE 
The Society of Women Engineers (SWE), founded in 1950, 
is a non-profit educational and service organization.  SWE 
is the driving force that establishes engineering as a highly 
desirable career aspiration for women.  SWE empowers 
women to succeed and advance in those aspirations and 
receive the recognition and credit for their life-changing 
contributions and achievements as engineers and leaders.   
 
For more information about the Society please visit 
www.swe.org or call (312) 596-5223. 
 
 
 
 
If you know someone who might be interested in joining 
please forward this Newsletter via email or via land mail.  
Just print, fold, staple, stamp and mail. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Thanks to everyone who submitted information for this 
newsletter! Send input for the next Issue to Ann Langevin 
by Oct 20th, at Langevin5@verizon.net 
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